Communication skills training in clinical oncology: the ASCO position reviewed and an optimistic personal perspective.
As a result of the emergence of patient-centered care and a considerable body of data in psycho-oncology, cancer specialists are now beginning to recognize the value of improving their communication skills. Training models involving residential workshops are briefly reviewed. A historical perspective of educational programs offered by the American Society of Clinical Oncology is included to emphasize the growing acceptance by this professional society of the need to provide training for cancer specialists at all levels of professional experience. The author's personal account serves to highlight the integration of philosophy, ethics and psychology in the daily practice of medicine.